Defense key in Cavaliers’ 100-99 win over Hornets | Sports 
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Today’s weather 


Mostly cloudy 
and colder. 


ga 7 High: 48 


Low: 33 


Sunday: Breezy, 43 | 34 
Monday: Some sun, 47 | 40 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Group seeks information 
from home renters 


Healthy-homes advocates 
want to better understand 
the experiences of families 
who rent in Cleveland to learn 
how to provide renters with 
useful information on issues 
like asthma and lead poison- 
ing. A4 

Cordray resigns: Richard 
Cordray tenders his resigna- 
tion as chief of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
with a hint his career in public 
service isn’t over. AS 


Nation&<World 


A new water crisis 
growing in Michigan 
Panic over the water in a west- 
ern Michigan township seems 
to grow by the day. The Rogue 
River tested high for contam- 
inants this month. Health of- 
ficials say they are studying a 
possible cancer cluster. A7 


Zimbabwe leader: Emmer- 
son Mnangagwa is sworn in 
as only the second leader of 
the country since its indepen- 
dence. A12 


Steelmaker awards 
STEM grants to schools 


ArcelorMittal is awarding 
competitive grants of between 
$5,000 and $35,000 to sci- 
ence, technology, engineering 
and math — or STEM — pro- 
grams at schools in Cuyahoga 
County. A13 


Forum 


Is airport decorating 
contest anti-Christmas? 


Opinion: Has Christmas 
wrongly been given the boot 
at Cleveland Hopkins Inter- 
national Airport, or is a more 
neutral holiday decorating 
contest the way to go? Our 
editorial board roundtable 
weighs in. A17 


Sports 


Rose leaves Cavaliers, 
but Lue expects him back 


Cavaliers coach Tyronn Lue 
expects Derrick Rose to even- 
tually return to the team after 
working through the “per- 
sonal matter” that caused him 
to leave Wednesday. B1 


Diversions 


Cleveland duo creates 
a colorful collaboration 


Sequoia Bostick and Amalia 
DeGirolamo launched their 
Vagabond Comics anthology 
series two years ago to give 
voice to young comics cre- 
ators. Their seventh issue is 
now being released. P1 


cleveland.com 
Cleaning up the beach, 
one garbage bag at a time 
© afternoons to 
remove more 
than 25 bags of trash from 
the beach at Wendy Park 


in Cleveland. See the video 
interview with them at 


Two local women 
volunteer several 


tiny.cc/LakeCleanup. 
Index 
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Middle East terrorism 


235 die in ruthless mosque assault 


Militant attack is deadliest in Egypts modern history 


DECLAN WALSH 
AND NOUR YOUSSEF 
New York Times 


Carro — Militants det- 
onated a bomb inside a 
crowded mosque in the 
Sinai Peninsula on Friday 
and then sprayed gunfire 
on panicked worshippers 
as they fled, killing at least 


235 people and wounding 
at least 109 others. 
Officials called it the 
deadliest terrorist attack in 
Egypt’s modern history. 
The scale and ruthless- 
ness of the assault, in an 
area racked by an Islamic 
insurgency, sent shock 
waves across the nation 
— not just for the number 


of deaths but also for the 
choice of target. Attacks on 
mosques are rare in Egypt, 
where the Islamic State has 
targeted Coptic Christian 
churches and pilgrims but 
avoided Muslim places of 
worship. 

The attack injected a 
new element into Egypt’s 
struggle with militants be- 


cause most of the victims 
were Sufi Muslims, who 
practice a mystical form of 
Islam that the Islamic State 
and other Sunni extremist 
groups deem heretical. And 
it underscored the failure 
of President Abdel-Fattah 
el-Sissi, who has justified 
his harsh crackdown on 
political freedom in the 


name of crushing Islamic 
militancy, to deliver on his 
promises of security. 

“The scene was horrific,” 
said Ibrahim Sheteewi, a 
resident of Bir al-Abd, the 
small north Sinai town 
where the attack took place. 
“The bodies were scattered 
on the ground outside the 
mosque. I hope God pun- 
ishes them for this.” 


SEE EGYPT | A15 


Black Friday 


SHOPPING AND DROPPING 
MORE THAN A FEW BUCKS 


at Great Northern Mall in North Olmsted on Friday. 


Traditional holiday kickoff still has cachet 


Rick ARMON 
Akron Beacon Journal 


KathyJo Grey doesn’t 
care much for shopping 
online. 

She’d rather be out 
among the crowds on Black 
Friday. 

For the last 20 or so 
years, the Springfield Town- 
ship woman has donned 
festive Mickey Mouse ears 
and hit the stores for the 
traditional kickoff of the 
holiday shopping season. 

“T like to touch, feel, 
caress what I’m buying,” 
she said while wandering 
through Toys R Us in Cop- 
ley. 

By 8:30 a.m., Grey, who 


“T like to touch, 
feel, caress what 
Tm buying.” 


KathyJo Grey, of 
Springfield Township 


also wore a red sweater with 
Mickey Mouse’s face on it, 
had found nearly everything 
on her list thanks to power 
shopping on Thanksgiving 
Day and early Friday. 
“This year has been 
awesome,” she said. “The 
crowds are low. The sales 
are pretty good. Got a lot 
and haven’t spent a lot.” 
While Black Friday shop- 
ping is a tradition for Grey, 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Victoria Romero, 3, of Cleveland, plays hide-and-seek beneath a rack of Christmas pajamas at JCPenney 


it was a new experience 
for Jessica Saddler, 29, of 
Brunswick and her 11-year- 
old brother, Jordan Dawson 
of Cleveland. 

She brought him along to 
help shop for his 2-year-old 
nephew, Jack. 

They hit the road at 5:30 
a.m. and a few hours later 
had visited Target, Walmart, 
Kohl’s and Toys R Us — not 
to mention grabbed a bite to 
eat at Eat’n Park. 

“T love it,” Jordan said 
about the experience. 


60% OFF 


NUTCRACKERS 


Along the way, Jordan of- 
fered his advice on what his 
sister should and shouldn’t 


The nutcrackers may look 
as if they’re grimacing, 
but shoppers weren't, 


buy. 


SEE SHOPPING | A13 


because the figures 
were 60 percent off at 
JCPenney. 


Big push 
by Trump 
could be 


difference 


Tuesday lunch with 
Senate Republicans 


DAMIAN PALETTA 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump will meet with 
Senate Republicans on Tues- 
day ahead of crucial votes in 
the GOP effort to pass a mas- 
sive tax cut package, as con- 
servatives move even closer 
to notching a major legislative 
victory. 

The meeting will come 
during a weekly lunch Re- 
publicans hold as they go over 
their agenda. There are 52 Re- 
publicans in the 100-seat Sen- 
ate, and the GOP needs a sim- 
ple majority of votes to pass 
its version of the tax cut bill 
as soon as Thursday or Friday. 

A number of Senate Re- 
publicans have not expressed 
their support for the bill, and 
several of them have chilly re- 
lationships with Trump. But 
Trump remains popular with 
the GOP base, and his support 
is seen as crucial in helping 
get the tax bill pushed into 
law. 

The Senate tax bill would 
cut the corporate tax rate from 
35 percent to 20 percent be- 
ginning in 2019. It would also 
lower the tax rates individuals 
and families pay until 2025. 
It would also, as currently de- 
signed, repeal the “individual 
mandate” provision of the Af- 
fordable Care Act. This is the 
requirement that Americans 
have health insurance or face 
a financial penalty. 

The House of Representa- 
tives has already passed its 
version of a tax-cut package, 
and the House and Senate 
must pass identical versions 
of the bill before it could be 
signed into law. If the Sen- 
ate passes its version of the 
tax cut bill this week, the 
House can either attempt 
to pass an identical version 
or go into a “conference” 
process in which the two 
chambers work together to 
reconcile differences. 


SEE TRUMP | A7 


Private jets 


High-flying tax-break complaints come in for a landing 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff@cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — Did you 
hear the one about private 
jets getting a special break 
in the Senate tax package? 
This one has it all: rich 
folks, privilege, a Republi- 
can bill, a Senate Democrat 
who once pushed the mea- 
sure and a Republican who 
may get it over the finish 
line — both of them from 


Ohio. There’s outrage on the 
left and the right. 

The left says this proves 
Republicans, giving tax cuts 
to corporations, are tone 
deaf. Liberals who look into 
how the jet exemption got 
in the tax bill point to Sen. 
Rob Portman, the Ohio Re- 
publican. 

The right has a different 
twist. Sen. Sherrod Brown, 
the Ohio Democrat and a 
leading liberal, tried to get 


this very tax break passed 
last year with a freestand- 
ing bill, and yet here he 
is in 2017, complaining 
about tax cuts for the rich 
and corporations. Even the 
campaign of Josh Mandel, 
a Republican who hopes 
to challenge Brown for 
his seat next year, chimed 
in, with a spokeswoman 
saying, “In Ohio, Sherrod 
Brown says he’s against 
corporate handouts, but in 


D.C. he sneaks in tax breaks 
for corporate jets.” 

There’s just one problem. 
Much of what you may have 
heard about the jet provi- 
sion is wrong. 

Yes, there is a carveout for 
private jets in the Republi- 
can tax package. It clarifies 
what the law was already 
before it got tangled up in 
court and within the IRS’ 
changing whims. 

The new provision 


changes nothing, according 
to industry experts and law- 
makers — and passengers 
on private jets still will pay 
taxes. 

Here’s what it’s all about. 


The tax in question: 

The federal government 
operates a complex network 
of air traffic control. It takes 
money to do this. 


SEE JETS | AG 
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